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W a x a h a c h i e
A Message From The Mayor
 Another year is drawing to a close, and it’s so rewarding 
to look back and see what has been accomplished in 2016, and 
look forward to what is coming in 2017. 
 Improvements are being made on several streets 
across town. The largest project under construction at this time 
is Marvin Avenue. With this project, all underground utility lines 
are being replaced, as well as the storm drainage. Following the 
underground work, the pavement will be replaced and new 
sidewalks will be added. As with any project of this magnitude, it 
takes a great deal of time to finish.  Although crews are working 
hard and on schedule, we do understand that the construction 
is a temporary inconvenience for those that live in the area, 
and we appreciate your patience so very much. The project is 
currently on schedule for full completion in July 2017. 
 I am also so excited that the much-anticipated 
completion of the downtown buildings on Franklin Street 
is finally a reality. There are new businesses open in these 
locations, and I encourage our residents to support them and 
other downtown businesses. Shopping locally is so important to 
keep our economy thriving. 
 Speaking of downtown, I was completely blown away 
at the turnout for the Lighted Parade and Community Tree 
Lighting. There were literally thousands of people who came out 
to enjoy the charm of our community. The spirit of Waxahachie 
is definitely alive and well!
 In addition to the tree lighting, there are still several 
holiday events planned for the remainder of the season. A full 
listing of these events can be found on the Convention and 

Visitors Center website by visiting 
www.waxahachiecvb.com. 
 One event in particular 
that I am very excited about is the 
“Caroling With the Mayor” event that 
is scheduled for Tuesday, December 
20 at 6:30pm. This fun evening is 
being planned in conjunction with 
local churches and other community 
groups and is sure to be a good 
time. Please join us December 20 
at 6:30pm on the lawn of the Ellis 
County Courthouse for some good 
old-fashioned Christmas cheer!
 I want to thank each of you for being a special part of 
this community. We are truly blessed to live in a City that cares 
about each other, and cares about our future. Our residents are 
truly stewards of this town, and are constantly thinking about 
how we can leave our City even better for the next generation. 
That makes me so very proud to be on this team. 
 This Christmas, I wish each and every one of you 
and your families the very best that life has to offer. I want to 
encourage everyone to keep doing the things that make this a 
wonderful community. Get involved, volunteer for a non-profit, 
attend a City Council meeting, get to know your neighbors. 
 Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Kevin Strength
Mayor of Waxahachie

Greg and Jenny Timberman of 1120 W. Jefferson recently 
won the Keep Waxahachie Beautiful “P.I.N.” Yard of the 
Month. P.I.N. stands for Pride in Neighborhoods, and 
awarded each month to a homeowner that exhibits 
excellent property maintenance while also avoiding 
code violations. For more information, or to nominate a 
home, please call 469-309-4271.

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS:

City Hall will be closed the
following dates:

Friday, December 23, 2016
Monday, December 26, 2016

Monday, January 1, 2017

For non-emergency needs during 
these days, please call 469-309-4400.

For emergencies, dial 911.
There will be no interruption in trash 

service during the holidays. Have a 
safe and happy holiday season!

It’s COLD outside!
As overnight temperatures are now falling below 

freezing, please remember to turn off your sprinkler 
systems at your homes and businesses. When 

sprinkler systems are left to run during freezing 
temperatures, it can create icy streets and sidewalks 

and be dangerous to motorists and pedestrians. 

The Peel Family won first place for their float in the 2nd 
Annual Lighted Christmas Parade on November 29. The 
parade was magical, and had over 50 beautiful floats. 
For a complete list of the remaining Christmas activities 
in Waxahachie, please visit the Convention and Visitors 
Bureau website at www.waxahachiecvb.com. 



Applications Due for Historic 
Property Tax Exemptions

 If your home was 
approved for the Historic 
Property Tax Exemption on the 
City portion of your property 
taxes last year, it is now time 
to apply for the 2017 tax 
year.  Each homeowner that 
received the exemption for 
the 2016 tax year should 
have received a letter in the 
mail notifying you of this 
along with your application 
for the 2017 year.  All 
completed applications 
must be received before 
March 15, 2017 (Ordinance 
#2288).  No late applications will be 
considered for the exemption.
 If your home is at least 50 years old you may be eligible to 
receive an exemption on the City portion of your property tax.  In 
order to qualify, your property generally must be in near original 
condition including original windows, doors and other architectural 
features.  This application is for the 2017 tax year and must be re-
applied for each year. For information regarding this program contact 
Anita Brown, Heritage Preservation Officer, City of Waxahachie, 469-
309-4111.

CHRISTMAS TREE
PICKUP:

Natural Christmas trees will be picked up curbside 
from January 9-13, 2017. Residents may place natural 

trees on the curb during this time to be hauled away 
by the City’s garbage service provider.

Please call 469-309-4132 with any questions. 

SAFETY is the best present!
With the holidays upon us, unfortunately that also sometimes 

means an increase in thefts. Follow these tips from the 
Waxahachie Police Department to help protect yourself. 

1. Don’t leave valuables in plain sight.
2. Lock your car.
3. Park in lighted areas.
4. Do not give out information on social media 
about going out of town or to events – that tells 
everyone that you won’t be home. 
5. When out shopping, be aware of your 
surroundings. Be aware of people loitering in 
the area. Have your keys out and ready to use.
6.  Pay attention when you are walking out to 
your car. Don’t be on the cell phone, texting, etc.
7.  When not at home, have your lights on 
timers and don’t leave drapes or blinds open, 
showcasing your Christmas tree and all the 
presents under it.
8.  When disposing of boxes after Christmas, try 
not to leave boxes out where they show what 
you just got for Christmas. (TVs, electronics, 
etc.)

 Ellis County Elections Building was named the 
winner of the Best New Construction category, and Historic 
Waxahachie, Inc. was named Best Downtown Partner of the 
2016 Texas Downtown Association (TDA) Presidents Awards 
Program in the under 50,000 population groups.  Winners 
were announced during the Presidents Awards Gala, held in 
conjunction with the 2016 Texas Downtown Conference in 
November in Killeen.
 The Best New Construction award recognizes excellent 
new construction in a downtown or commercial district.  
The Ellis County Elections Building was selected the winner 
by judges who appreciated the reuse of building materials 
from the old blacksmith shop and sheds that previously 
occupied the site.  The judges also appreciated the design, 
which paid homage to the old structure.  ”The construction 
of the Elections Office was a project that was predicated upon 
preserving the spirit and charm of Waxahachie.  Working with 
ARCHITEXAS, we were able to realize a  design that combined 
architectural elements of the historic Blacksmith Shop.  We are 
proud to have been recognized by the TDA,” said Carol Bush, 

County Judge. 
 The Best Downtown Partner award recognizes 
outstanding partners that support efforts to revitalize 
downtown.  Historic Waxahachie, Inc. shared the honors with 
the Winnsboro Center for the Arts.  Judges appreciated the 
efforts Historic Waxahachie, Inc. has made since the 1970s for 
historic preservation in downtown and other parts of the city.
 Judging for the awards took place on Friday, 
September 16, in Austin. The jury panel included the 
following representatives: Courtney Hoffman, CRH Capitol 
Communications; Richard Kooris, Pegalo Properties, Inc.; Sarah 
Page, Texas Association of Convention and Visitor Bureaus; 
and Rachael Pitts, Texas Municipal League.   
 The Texas Downtown Association, established in 
1985, is an independent, statewide nonprofit organization 
comprised of over 400 members involved in downtown and 
commercial district revitalization projects. TDA provides 
resources to members through networking opportunities, 
marketing, education and advocacy to achieve community 
goals. To learn more, please visit www.texasdowntown.org.

Ellis County Elections Building and Historic Waxahachie, Inc.
Receive Statewide Honors from the Texas Downtown Association

Nancy Post of Historic Waxahachie, Inc., 
and Anita Brown, Downtown Development 
Director, attended the Texas Downtown 
Association Presidents Awards Gala, 
accepting the awards for Best Downtown 
Partner (Historic Waxahachie, Inc.) and Best 
New Construction (Ellis County Elections 
Building). The Gala was held at the Texas 
Downtown Conference in Killeen in 
November. 

Mayor Strength talks to local children following the Annual 
Downtown Tree Lighting and Lighted Parade. The Mayor 
brought the kids in to help with the countdown to light 
the tree. For a complete listing of the remaining Christmas 
activities in Waxahachie, please visit the Convention and 
Visitors Bureau website at www.waxahachiecvb.com. We 
wish you and yours a safe and happy holiday season!


